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SELECTIONS 


VERN ACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH- “WESTERN PROVINCES, 
(OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, _ 


Received up to 20th October, isy7. 


(POLITICAL.) 
GENERAL. — 


‘The Rakbar-i-Hind of the 13th. October says —We learn Circulation. 
The promotion of some from the Civil and Military Gacette asics 
uncovenanted officers to of the 9th October that, on the recom- 
the office of Assistant . 
Commissioner. - mendation of the Government of India, 
the Secretary of State has sanctioned the appointment of 
eleven uncovenanted officers to the office of assistant commis- 
sioner. ‘Ten-of these officers belong to the Unregulated dis- 
tricts of Bengal and the North-Western Provinces, and one 
to.Berar. This was indeed a piece of good news to uncove- 
nanted officers. .But when we refetred to the, list of the off- 
cers who had; been selected for promotion, we were surprised 
to find that not one of:them was a native. -It is to be regret- 
ted that our liberal Government:is very niggardly in promo- 
ting the interests. of its loyal native officers. Very few natives 
are also found to: hold high posts in pbc offices. 
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The Safir-i-Hindustan of the 13th October publishes an 
The English Govern article, communicated by a correspond- 
ment in India. ent, criticising the British rule in India, 
The writer compares the English Government in India to a 
beautiful woman or mistress whose charms and attractions are 
irresistible, but who is cunning, deceitful and cruel at heart, 
All men are in love with her. Now she lends her graces to one 
lover, and now to another, and thus causes the rivals to fight 
together and perish. At her first advent in India she was not 
very attractive as her beauty had not fully developed. But when 
gradually her beauty was fully developed, whoever looked at 
her was entrapped. Men saw with their own eyes how she had 
already. dealt witha number of their fellows, and knew that she 
was selfish and an enemy of their faith, yet they were foolish 
enough to court her and dig their graves with their own 
hands. All the great native chiefs of India, including the 
kings of Delhi, one after another, fell a victim to her charms, 
and she pitilessly robbed them of all their estates and property. 
She next turned her attention to the chiefs of the middle class, 
and relieved them of all they had except.their wearing appa- 
rel. If any one wishes to make himself acquainted : with 
these heart-rending stories, we refer him to the history of 
India from 1817 to 1856. The kingdom of Oudh was annex- 
ed to British territories in the latter year. It is really very 
sad to think of the fate which has attended many great ruling 


chiefs distinguished for their high birth, magnanimity, and 


munificence. Now we wish to speak of those cuts which that 
wicked and cruel mistress constantly makes through the in- 
strumentality of her laws and acts. Every one must confess 
that her laws, at first sight, appear to be excellent, useful, and 


popular. The outward way in which those laws are enacted 


is imposing enough to lead the foreign powers to fancy that 
they are nothing but justice embodied. Thesimple hearted 
natives also believe in their excellence. There is no doubt that 
they immediately produce some beneficial results for a time, 


4a 483) 


and might do some. real good if es were properly put, into 


practice. But it is to be regretted that the y,are marred with 


so. many blemishes, and are so sits worked. that they only 
tend to ruin us, 


TURKEY. 


A correspondent of the Mashir-+- Qai s. sar of the 14th October, 
in reference to the Russo-Turkish war, 
says that Germany has taken the ini- 
tiative in interfering i in the war. King William has at last 
made up his mind to extend a helping hand to his nephew, 
the Ozar, in his difficulties. Germany. has sent her troops to 
Poland to protect the Russian frontier. Now the interference 


‘The Russo-Turkish war. 


of Germany i in the war may be regarded .as almost certain. | 


Subscriptions are being raised in Germany for the relief of 
the Russians. She is also collecting the amimunitions of ‘war. 
It was also by a very gradual process that Russia came to 
declare open hostilities against the Porte. As regards Austria 
and Italy they are yet trembling in {the balance. No reli- 
ance can be placed upon the neutrality of these States. Ger- 
many also used to talk loudly of her neutrality, but she has at 
last interfered. The fact is that the words and deeds of an 
‘uncivilized power may be relied upon to a certain extent, but 
not those of a civilised power. England is yet wavering in 
her policy. She has not yet come to any definite conclusions. 
If a union between Russia and Germany has actually been 
formed, which England has so much dreaded, the. safety of 
all other European States is endangered. Every one of them 
will in turn fall a victum to the ambition of Russia and Ger- 
many. It will indeed now go very hard with Tarkey. It is 


‘very creditable to her that she has’offered a‘brave resi istance 


to Russia before whom all Europe trembled. But she can- 
not be expected to cope with two or three great ‘powers like 
‘Russia: and Germany. Austria and. Italy may rest assured 
that they will he the next to suffer, and then England and 
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Fraride will each comé in for their shate and will have ‘% 
pay dearly for their neutrality. To dvert this general’ ruitj 


ipower has offered a successful resistdnee to Russia, Rusia 


itis high time that England should ‘awake from her - sweet 
slumbers. It is not likely that Italy will separate herself 
from German alliance, but England can easily manage to win 


over Austria to her side, Hngland, France, and Austria 
should. make an alliance among ‘theinselves and espouse the 


cause of the Porte. The announcement of this union will relax 
all the energies of Germany and Russia, and prevent the two 
latter powers from going to war against the former. And 


even if a war breaks out, the former aré sure to be victorious, 


‘The Kérnéma of the 15th October states that the Begam 
— & ‘Bhapél has contributed one lakh 
| of rupees towards the Turkish relief 
fund, and the queen-consort half a lakh. The Begam has 
also asked the officers of the State to pay — for 
the same purpose. 


<The Almora. Akhbar of the 15th October says that before 
‘The effect which the the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish 


The Turkish relief fund, | 


Russo-Turkish war bas war such rumours as the followin g 


produced upon the minds | — 

of natives. were very rife among the ignorant 
classes of the native community that have no knowledge of 
history and. geography’; ; that the Russians are a powerful and 
‘brave people and endowed with all the ‘good qualities of & 
civilised nation, and that they are steadily advancing with a 
strong army towards India, and that they will probably gtie- 


ced 1 in defeating the English. We do‘not mean to say that 


“the ‘natives of India were disloyal: towards the English ‘Go- 


‘vernment or wished for the establiskiient of Russian role ‘in 
‘India, but we think that they supposed the Russians‘a ‘yery 
powerfil, brave, intelligent, civilised, and wealthy people. ‘But 


the events of the present war have dispelled all these thoughts 


from ‘their minds, ‘Turkey which was considered a very woak 


has lost hér: prestige. It'is now a donimon bélicf that ‘the 
Russian soldiers who have been beaten‘even by thé Turks can- 
ot encounter the lion-hearted British soldiers,’ The natives 
hearing the ‘stories of Russian oppression diver. the people 
subject to them earnestly pray that they may never be placed 


under Russian rate, ‘and that the English Governwent, under 


whose administration they enjoy —_— Lead wh 
tranquility, may last for ever. . 


: N ATIVE STATES, 


The , Safir-icHE imdustan of the 13th Cabin, on the athe 
rity of its correspondent, complains of 
Raja e Nolagarh vi Pan- the misconduct of Raja Ishri Singh, 
jab). of Nalagarh (Panjab). After the 
death of his father, Raja Agar Singh, and before hig. own 
accession to the gad, he committed such unjust acts as none 
of his ancestors ever committed, He threw all the old officers 
of the State into prison and robbed them of all their property, 
Some of them were also ‘subjected to beating, He. eonfig- 
cated the jagir, cattle,.and-all. other property.of the Rani. 
He deprived the Kunwar and his officers of their horses. Qn 
the 1st of March last, he attaqked the house of the Rani, and 
drove out her officers. and servants. Some of them were 
apprehended, and their heads were thrust into bags full of 
dirt and filth, Both the Rani.and the Kunwar ate even now 
in confinement, A complaint has been made ta English 
officers against the conduct of the Raja, but nothing: appears 
to haye been: done by them in the matter, Now that he has 
ascended the gadi and full powers have been. conferred upon 
him, it is justly feared that: he will ccsial aiill Worse, SpPres- 
sions in future, ae Se Be ee) oe Seo ak Serene ee ee ae 


i 


A correspondent of the Khair Khwith-tA latn’ of the Yoth 


Bha ppressiotis of some ‘October’ cotnplaiis of the oppressionis 
thanedars in Jéipur. ee A -comimitted ‘by ‘some: ‘thanadats in’ the 


Jaipur ‘State upon the ‘people, ‘Oine' Kala Ram; ‘the tetnak 
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in-law. of Kishn Lal, who is a favourite servant of: the: Maha« 
raja, is the thanadar of Sri Madhopur. He greatly oppresses 


the people. His house was once: the-rendezvous of thieves. 
and robbers... The officers of the State being afraid of 


Kishn Lal, who isa great favourite of the Maharaja, do not 
punish him. Abdur Rahman Khan, whose brother, Qaim 


Khan, is the tutor to the eldest:son of Thakur Fateh Singh, 


is a thanadar. He was lately convicted of taking a bribe, 
and was proscribed from the public service. Another man 
has nominally been appointed to the thana, but he does all 
the work. The officers of the State know this, but they can- 
not do — : in the matter. - 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


“The Panjth- Akibér of the 13th October speaks favour- 


The honorary magis- ably of the pop alarity of honorary 
magistrates. ~The constitution of 
honorary benches is also directly beneficial to the State in 


trates. 


one way. The Government is enabled to utilize the services 
of a number of men without paying them any remuneration 
for their work. We recommended last year that the powers 
of honorary magistrates should be increased. We are very 
thankful to the Panjab Government for speaking very favour- 
ably of them in reviewing the last report on the administra- 
tion of criminal justice. We are really astonished to see 
that the Vakil-i-H industan condemns them for injustice and 
oppression, and recommends the abolition of the honorary 
benches (vide the Selections for the week ending the 13th 
October, 1877, page 709). As far as our experience goes 


we have ses teason to be satisfied. with their -work and. 


‘think them entitled’to praise. It is an admitted fact'that no 
European, however well versed'in the law he might, be, can 
understand our affairs so well-as one of our own countrymen 
does.: It is. owing to .this very reason that only in a very 
small number of cases decided by native officers, appeals, are 
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instituted in superior courts, and in very few of:those appeals 


are the. judgments: of: native officers reversed: A’ native 


oficer;: through his intimate knowledge ofthe manners and 


customsiof natives, is enabled to go at once tothe bottom of — 


every case that comes before. him for decision: But a Euro-. 
pean officer is: guided by the law alone. ‘It is therefore 
advisable to increase the element’ of: native officers in the 
public. service and also to increase their powers. No honor- 
ary magistrate has yet been convicted of dishonesty or taking 
a bribe. - It. is by no means right to charge the whole body 
of honorary magistrates with incapacity and. selfishness, 
As regards the charge of unpopularity, it may be | said that 
they may be disliked by those men who lose their cases at 


their courts or who are punished by them for their crimes ; 


and of course it is not in their power to ‘please : such dommes 
of people. ‘The editor then praises Raja Harbans Singh, 
Bahadur, the jagirdar of Shekhup ura, in the Lahore district, 
who was endowed with magisterial powers in March last, 
for the satisfactory way in which he has been administering 
justice within his own limited jurisdiction, and urges that 
his powers should be increased. | 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 16th October says :—We can- 
The honorary magis- Notagree with the Vakil-2-Hindustan 
trates, in recommending the abolition of the 


boards of ewes magistrates, because it is the general 


belief that if the nominations to the: office of honorary 
magistrates were properly made, all petty disputes among 
the poor would be much more easily settled by them than at 
the: regular courts: of justice. However, we concur with 


our contemporary in thinking that there are at present very 
few magistrates who properly discharge their Dette" Tas 


editor then quotes an instance to show how incompetent the 


generality of: honorary’ magistrates are to dispense justice. 
A case came up before a joint bench of two honorary. magis- 
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trates. QGne.of.them, having probably been: bribed or infln. 
enced by private iaterest bya party to the. suit, insisted on 
punishing the othet patty, while the other magistrate ex- 
pressed his total dissent from his comrade: It isto be re. 
gretted that the district officers nominate only flatterers and 
sycophants to the office of ne —"" and to that 
of municipal commissioner. 


‘The same paper in its correspondence columns, referring 
‘Phe improper assess- to the assessment of the license-tax in 
ment of the license-tax 
in Meerut. Meerut, complains that the headmen 
of some mohailas: have throug oh private gtudge and enmity 
imposed the licenge-tax on many poor persons. who are una- 
ble to pay, while they have exempted others who should not 
have been exempted. The petitions. of those men who pro- 
tested against the payment of the tax were disposed of on 
the 3rd October, but most of them. were rejected. The Col- 
lector of Meerut should at once examine the petitions himself, 


The Rafdh-i- Am of the 16th October says that there is an 


} old standing rule of the Government 
ante aie that no public officer should receive 
_ officers by the pe’ a commendatory address presented to 

him by the people without obtaining 
the special sanction of the Government. Butnow that rule 
does not appear to be strictly observed. The Government 
should therefore once more draw the attention of all public 
officers:to it, The habit of presenting addresses full of flat- 
tery and false praise'to officers demoralises the people, while 
those officers (the writer seems to-speak especially of native 
officers): who are fortunate enough to get: any sach address 
or certificate, are encouraged in their evil habits. ‘They em- 
bezzle.monéy, extort bribes, or oppressthe people, each ace 
cording to his particular turn of mind,.and. whenever any 
chargé is brought against ‘him, he produces’ his address or 
certificate as a proof of his honesty and-popularity. «= - 
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The Lawrence Gazette of the 16th October stated, on the 
, her: callecking .at elie authority of a telegraphic ‘news of 
scriptions in Turkey for the 12th jdem from London, ‘that 
tlie Thdiln faitine fund.” "95 00 franes have already ‘beet ebl- 
lected in Turkey for the relief of the faintiie-stilcken people of 
India. This benevclent attempt on the part of the Turks at the 
presént time when they themselves are in great distress 
speaks. highly of their courage and magnanimity. But as the 
late general fall of rain in India has removed the fears of a 
famine, the above collections of money may best be retained 
in Turkey and devoted to rendering relief te’ the eullarare 
there. 


ad 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 13th October, saya that the 


The intolerance of Chris- jealousy of Christian: missionaries. to- 
tian missionaries. war ds m en o , « ther cree ds has noe 


passed beyond its proper limits. — 'The complaints made by 


the people of Vazirabad, Sialkot, and other districts in the. 
Panjab, against the conduct of Christian missionariés' aré‘not 


altogether unfounded. The way in which the Hindu and 


Musalman students of the Lahore mission school are treated 


is alone sufficient to convince us. On no ‘Hindu or Muham- 


madan festival day do they get a holiday. If any of them 


happens to be absent on any festival day, he is fined ten times 
more than what he would be: fined: for being absent on any 
ordinary. day. 


The Rafah-i-Am of the 16th October says’ that the. follow- 
Cynical remarks on passing’ ing phrases may be used: as: syn- 


events. onyms: of the term: * non-exist- 


ént,’’—unity among natives, the honesty of arbitrators and 
special commissioners, the legal: knowledge and justice of 
honorary magistrates, the truthfulness of witnesses in Indiaw 
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courts of justice, the results or consequences of the tours 
of officers, the shrewdness ‘and: patriotism of members of 
municipal committees, the effect of the writings of the native 
press (upon the Government}, the administration of native 
States, the end or termination of the Turko-Russian war, 
the treaty stipulations of the Amir of Cabul, and the stren - 


and senses of officers fifty-five years of age. 


The Mitra Bilds of the 15th October complains of in- 
The use of spirituous creased drunkenness among the natives. 
liquors among the natives. The use of spirituus liquors was very 
limited in India before the establishment of British rule in the 
country, but the spread of European civilisation in the coun- 
try has given a great stimulus to it.. The natives do not 
imbibe good habits so easily as they do evil habits. The 
writer then points out the evil consequences of drunkenness, 
and calls upon his country men to discourage the use of 
spirituous liquors. 


The Nayyari Azam of the 17th October states that pay 
Pay for October given for the month of October has been 


n advance to Government . ° : | 
ett of a department %/Ven In advance to the public servants 


at Moradabad. _ of a department at Moradabad, but 
one pice a rupee was deducted from the pay of each man. 
The total deductions amounted to Rs. 10. This is indeed a 


ready means of collecting money. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Mir of the 13th October, 
Distress from rise of Witing from,Guj ranwalla, complains, 
‘Prices in Gujranwala. of the abnormal rise of prices in the 
Panjab, and of the consequent distress among the people, 
specially in the Gujranwalla district. N othing but the inter- 
ference of the Government can keep the people from starving 
to death. Prices should be fixed ; no man allowed to buy 
more than one or two rupees worth of grain at a time ; and 


grain dealers who are unwilling to part with their grain 
_ Should be compelled to ae it, 
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A correspondent of the Kavi: Vachan Sudhd of the 15th 


Distress from acarcity October, writing from Mirzapur, com- 


300 copies. 


e in. Mirzapur. plains that pricesrule very high in : 
7e Mirzapur, and therefore the poor classes of the community - 
r, are in great distress. A number of poor men submitted a joint , 
h memorial to the Collector complaining. of their sufferings 


from scarcity, but he did not listen to them. There is one 
Ram Rattn, Marwari, in Mirzapur, who, it is generally believed 
by the people, prevents prices from lowering. Thousands of 
men one day surrounded his house and began to shower 
abuses upon him. It was through the intervention of the 
police that the crowd was dispersed. If no satisfactory 
arrangements are soon made, the whole city tnay some day 
be plundered. 


The Vrita Dhard of the 15th October says that Mahomet yer 
The conversion of nae Ali Pasha was at first a Christian. 
ore. Ue When he expressed his intention to 
adopt the Muhammadan faith to a Turkish Sardar, the Sardar 
advised him to stick to his own religion, and also placed him un- 
der the religious tuition of a Christian missionary for one year. 
But all this did not avail to dissuade him from his determina- 
tion, and therefore at last he was allowed to become a convert 
to the religion of the Prophet. This speaks well for the Turks. 
But the policy of Christian missionaries in India is very 
different. It is their very calling to make converts, they are 
paid for it, and also get rewards for doing so. They are 
sometimes very hasty in making conversions, because they 
think that they have nothing to fear as the Government is 
also a follower of their own creed. But, strictly speaking, 
they are not so much to blame as our own countrymen. The 
writer then proceeds to show that ignorance and want of 4 
unity among the natives are the root of all evil. If there were q 
unity among them, they would not have been placed under a 
foreign yoke. If they were firm in their own faith, no — 1 
Christian missionary would be able to make converts. _All 
classes of the people are in distress through their own faults: 
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‘ Trae, our rulers are foreigners and’ profess a. religior 
different from our own, but their administration is very just. 
The Russians have picked a quarrel with the Turks, and are 
thus tinnecessarily shedding the blood: of thousands. of their 
own Countrymen.’. If we-were under their rule, they 
would soon reduce us to the state of wild tribes. The Eng- 
lish do not spread their religion by the sword, as the Portu- 
guese and Musalinan conquerors ence.used to do, They only 
take advantage. of: our ignorance. Their. conduct is also 
justifiable in one way. They. are. foreigners in India, and 
always suspect the outbreak of a rebellion. They are there- 
fore naturally induced to make converts among the natives 
and thus try to bind the interests of the latter with those of 
their own. The English have conferred many benefits upon 
the natives. They have encouraged education and established 
perfect. peace in the country. They have introduced facilities 
of communication. They have established dispensaries and 
libraries all over the country. The native press also owes its 
ote to the English Government. 


~The Oudh Punch of the 16th October sais a ghazal 
contributed by a correspondent. Every European in India 
isa king. It is to be regretted that the blackness of natives 
is an incurable cisease. One. who breaks promises and 
violates treaties is a sincere and true man. To be the ruled 


or a subject people is a severe calamity.’ Only he who makes 
presents to another is looked upon as a friend by the latter. 


A flatterer is a true speaker. One who readily sacrifices 


his life is a faithful man. Friendship or sympathy is 


alchymy, i i.e.,a rare thing. One who does not pay taxes and 


: subscriptions 1 is an indig&nt person. 


The same paper publishes an article healed ‘¢ The conven- 


; ¥ 
| The amalgamation of tional terms. of shaukat : a, glossary 
Odi and the’ North-. of terms about the. amalgamation of 


Ondh and the North-Western Pro- 


vinces.” The principal terms are. given below :— 
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* Shaukat is the Nom de plume of the writer, 


( 2833 ) 


| 4 wee that kind, of speech which confuses and, terrifies 
the: andience,,,much aggrieves them but shuts 
their mouths :from complayming..; |. | 
_ An address,:, that. general. sentence of adie ‘which the 
murdered ar made to write;with their.own hands. 
A trastworthy opinion or judgment: ani opinion which 
was several times asserted by: the Chief Commis- 
sioner and the talukdars, and which was supported 
by (popular), protests, put which ats 7 been 
changed or given up,. 


An untrustworthy opinion : ." popular oprnign , based 
on. sound arguments., . 


A protest: disloyalty to the Government 


An untrustworthy protest: a protest which has been 
ascertained to be true by the Judicial Commis- 
sioner, the Commissioner, and the Deputy Com- 
missioner, but. which is still considered false. 


The benefits of the people: the dishonor of the raises 
and talukdars, the decay of trades and industrial 


arts, the breach of promise on the part of the 


Government, as, for instance, the following promises 
have been violated: —“ The administration of Oudh 
should be conducted for the good of the province.”’ 
Lord Lawrence: ‘The surplus revenue of Oudh 
should be spent on improving the administration, 
and the means of obtaining livelihood (wi2., trades 
and industrial arts).”’ Sir George Couper: Would. 
to God, that a suitable portion of the revenue of 
Oudh should be spent on_its administration, and 
that it might hold a position befitting its rank 
among the various provinces of British India. 

The talukdars of Oudh, the raises of Lucknow, the Native 


and English merchants, the princes: of the royal 
omy of Oudh. : 
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Those who ‘are not taken notice of, or reptiles (those who 
‘protest against the amalgamation of Oudh and 

Bs the N orth- Western Provinces). '- 

— The Governor General: one whose speech (even though 

a its parts be inconsistent ) should be regarded as a 


4 : 


a mS 
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a eK divine inspiration and beyond the reach of all 
2s e,¢ e@ | . 

y: criticism... - 

ae The Lieutenant-Governor: one whose opinion is very 


a easily changed, and even in most important matters, 
= is liable to a change every morning and evening. 


g ~ A new useful thing (the amalgamation): the bene- 
-_ fits of which no: one, except: the: Government 
pe officers, can comprehend. 
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